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Local, National and International Groups Sponsor Whiting, Indiana Earth Day Events
BP Refinery Tar Sands Expansion, Environmental Justice, Global Warming Will Be Focus
 

On April 19, 2008, local, national and international environmental groups will sponsor Whiting Earth Day events to draw attention to the challenges that lie ahead for the local and global environment in the wake of the proposed BP refinery tar sands expansion.  The events will feature on a Public Observance of Earth Day, Toxic Tour and a Media Briefing on the far-reaching effects of tar sands oil and its downstream impacts to Canada, the Great Lakes, fenceline Environmental Justice communities and global climate change.

MEDIA & Sponsors: Media Briefing will be held in the Whiting Public Library (1735 Oliver Avenue, Whiting, IN 46394) starting at 11:00 am and ending at 12:30 p.m.
PUBLIC: Earth Day Observance will be held in Whiting Park at 1 pm, east of the library and next to Whihala County Park on Lake Michigan. After the observance, a car caravan will assemble to conduct a Toxic Tour the environmental "hot spots".
 "This event will highlight that the Whiting area is already over burdened with pollution now," said Bessie Dent of the Calumet Project.  "The BP tar sands refinery expansion proposal to increase particulate matter by 21 percent, sulfur dioxide by 20 percent, and lead pollution by 25 percent is a serious Environmental Justice issue which has not been adequately addressed by Indiana or the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency as required by the Presidential Order on Environmental Justice of 2001."
 

The Media Briefing will feature guest speakers knowledgeable of the cradle to grave impacts of mining, refining and using tar sands oil as an energy source. The panel will include Macdonald Stainsby (www.oilsandstruth.org), a Canadian activist who has worked on the pollution issues in Alberta Canada where tar sands is mined.  The staff of Global Community Monitor (www.gcmonitor.org) will speak on the health and toxics issues of refining tar sands oil and disposing of massive waste byproducts in the sensitive Great Lakes region. Nile Malloy of Rainforest Action Network will address the BP tar sands impacts on global warming. Local Environmental Justice groups led by the Calumet Project (www.calproject.org) will detail the issues associated with increasing pollution in an already overloaded region.

Timothy Wilson, Energy Chair, Hoosier Chapter of Sierra Club stated: "Given the devastating impact of the Alberta Tar Sands Project on Canada's native people, local communities and the local, regional and global environment, it is essential to raise awareness of people everywhere concerning this incredibly destructive and polluting practice."  
 

The Event is co-sponsored by:  Calumet Project; Chicago Audubon Society; Citizens Action Coalition; Coalition for a Clean Environment; Environment America; Global Community Monitor; Global Exchange; The Heartland Center; Legal Environmental Aid Foundation; Northwest Indiana Environmental Justice Partnership, Department of Minority Studies, Indiana University-Northwest; Oil Change International; Oil & Gas Accountability Project, a program of EARTHWORKS; Rainforest Action Network; Sand Ridge Audubon Society; Sierra Club, Hoosier Chapter, Dunelands Group; Sierra Club, Hoosier Chapter, Winding Waters Group; and the Southeast Environmental Task Force.

