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For Immediate Release – April 18, 2007

Contact: Bessie Dent, Calumet Project, 219-902-6058; Denny Larson, Global Community Monitor, 415-845-4705; Nile Malloy, Rainforest Action Network, 415-305-1124; MacDonald Stainsby, Oil Sands Truth 780-233-4992

Earth Day events draw attention to BP’s tar sands pollution

Local, state, national and international groups want clean air and safe jobs 
 

Whiting, IN-- Local, national and international environmental groups will sponsor Whiting Earth Day events on April 19, 2008, to draw attention to the challenges that lie ahead in the wake of the proposed BP refinery tar sands expansion.  The day will start with a media briefing at 11 am, a public Earth Day rally at Whiting Park at 1 pm, ending with a “toxic tour” of the area. 

 "The Whiting area is already over burdened with pollution," said Bessie Dent of the Calumet Project, whose organization is hosting the Earth Day events. "BP tar sands pollution means more asthma and sickness for the community. We can have safe jobs and clean air when BP steps up to be a good neighbor.”

Dent and Calumet Project Board Chair, Steve Kozel, invited a panel of experts on tar sands and refinery issues to come speak to the people of Northwestern Indiana. The panel includes Canadian based Macdonald Stainsby, of Oil Sands Truth, along with a San Francisco delegation of Denny Larson and Ruth Breech of Global Community Monitor and Nile Malloy of Rainforest Action Network. 
Stainsby is based out of Alberta where the tar sands are mined, working actively on this issue for several years.  Stainsby has seen first hand what he calls the “most destructive project on earth, and the single largest contributor to green house gas emissions.” The stop in Whiting is part of a tar sands education tour with the Sierra Club that has multiple speaking engagements throughout Indiana.

Another panelist, Denny Larson, has been working with refinery neighbors for over 20 years. “We work with neighbors who live near refineries all over the world.  These people are already sick. Turning rocks into oil is a bad idea-it’s a simple garbage in, garbage out equation.  Tar sands means more toxic pollution in the air and water,” said Larson. He continued, “BP could make a series of investments to modernize their plant which would increase efficiency and reduce pollution. BP needs to put their money where their mouth is.”

BP’s air permit is currently under review by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  The panelists all agreed that the pollution from the tar sands has not been fully addressed by IDEM or BP. 

Nile Malloy of Rainforest Action Network stated, “Toxic tar sands oil is the worst type of oil for the climate and is a step backwards in regional and national efforts to curb our greenhouse gas emissions and reduce US oil consumption.  We need to divest from toxic projects and to place real investments into cleaner solutions to promote green jobs and healthier communities.” 

The “toxic tour” will be viewing all the environmental hot spots in the area including Arcelor-Mittal, Dover Chemical, INEOS, Praxair, the Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) and of course, BP.

The Event is co-sponsored by:
Calumet Project

Chicago Audubon Society

Citizens Action Coalition

Coalition for a Clean Environment

Environment America

Environmental Integrity Project

Global Community Monitor

Global Exchange

The Heartland Center

Indiana Toxics Action

Legal Environmental Aid Foundation

Northwest Indiana Environmental Justice Partnership, Department of Minority Studies, Indiana University-Northwest

Oil Change International

Oil & Gas Accountability Project, a program of EARTHWORKS

Rainforest Action Network

Sand Ridge Audubon Society

Sierra Club, Hoosier Chapter, Dunelands Group

Sierra Club, Hoosier Chapter, Winding Waters Group
Southeast Environmental Task Force

Sustainable Earth

###

To find out more, go to these websites:
Calumet Project www.calproject.org
Global Community Monitor www.gcmonitor.org
Oil Sands Truth www.oilsandstruth.org
Rainforest Action Network www.ran.org
